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Circulation of Malaysian Newspapers:
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Introduction

Malaysia enjoyed a very strong economic growth prior o the
Asian financial crisis in 1998, averaging above B% per annum,
However, in 1998 the GNP went down to «4.5% and although
the gprowth had somewhat picked up since then, il had
managed to go up to 4.6% only in First quarter of 2003
(Department of Statistics 2003). The counlry was recovering
from the financial crisis when  the devastating blow of
September 11, 2001 incident in the US came which affected the
whole world economically.

It is against this backdrop that this paper analysed the
growth and decline of newspaper circulation in Malaysia, The
study showed that, with a few exceplion, the circulation of
most Malaysian newspapers declined in 2002 compared to a
decade ago in 1993 Most newspapers enjoyed strong
circulation in 1993, but dropped considerably in line with
economic downlurn. Only a couple of newspapers are resilient
enough to buck the trend such as The Star, The Stenday Star and
Mingguan Moliyst at the national level,

O the othier hand, Sabah and Sarawak newspapers
showed commendable growth over the decade. However, a
comparisen of hst vear's circulation figures over 200 showed
that a majority of newspapers in Malaysia are showing signs
of recovery in line with econemic recovery, with the exception
of Nanyeng Swng Par, Ching Press and New Steaits Tines and
Menes Sl Tres which conbinued e show a decline,



Circulation of Malaysian Newspapers Over A
Decade

Circulation of most newspapers in Malaysia declined last year
compared to 4 decade ago, For the Malay newspapers, only
Mingguan Malaysia showed a growth of 3.8%, compared to a
decade ago. Other Malay newspapers contracted meluding a
few by as much as 50%. For Enghsh newspapers, only The Star
and The Swday Star, showed a favourable growth. While
olhiers showed a decline by up to 50%. For Chinese
newspapers, Sin Chew Daily, grew by more than 50%
compared to a decade ago. The China Press, a newspaper in the
Manyang Press Holding, showed a strong growth compared 1o
a decade ago. in the other hand, Nanyang Siang Pau
contracted by aboul 25%.

Iin Sabah, where circulation of all newspapers are below
3,000, a0 English newspaper, Daily Express; and two other
Chinese newspapers, the Overseas Daily News and Morning
Post, showed a good growth, Sarawak, is a bright spot, as far
as English language dailies are concerned. Bormee Post, ancd
English daily grew by about 6%% compared to a decade ago,
sk The Seraweak Tribune grew by a phenomenal 131%. Soranar
Trilnpte: Beditor, Toman Mamora, in an inferview, attributed this
to the change of management. On the other hand Chinese
newspapers showed a steady growth of 10-20%,

Circulation of Malaysian Newspapers Over A
One-Year Period

On a brighter note, most newspapers showed recovery in the
circulation 1o 2002 compared to 2001, except foar a few
newspapers. The newspapers with the biggest growth are
Metro and Metre Alisd. On Lhe other hand, the
circulation of Wesar Melayou and Utasen Zoman, bwo Malay
newspapers in the Jawi s

ript, continued Lo contracl,
The Star and The Suday Sfar continued to show strong
row by oo vared to Mew Strails Thues and  The Nem Swdm
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Tirtes, which continued to decline. S Chew Darly, continued
Lo grow although at smaller rate, but Nanyany Stag Part and
Ol Press, which saw a controversial ownership change m
2001, teok & beabng
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In Sabah, except for a newspaper, all other NEWSPAPers
showed growth. In Sarawak all newspapers showed good
growth with Clunese Dhaily News achieving a 30% growth.

Circulation of Malay Newspapers

Light Malay newspapers were in circulation in Peninsular
Malaysia in 1993, Whesan Malaysi, Minggu Malaysia, Berita
Harian, Berita Munggn, Wlisan Melaye, Mesan Zama, Harvian
Metro dan Metre Ahad. Five of the newspapers showed a
decline of between 5.18% to 52.25% (See Table 1),

BMame of % Growth or
MNewspaper Dactine

1993 200 202 1993 2001-

2002 2002

Berita Harian Al 240 222342 FRRFTS -4u7 A4

Berita Minggu 418.79C 321898 342040 1833 fi. 21

Utusan dalavsia 252,452 235483 2397385 -h18 166
?ﬁ:mmcmj Malaysia 514677 527888 543232 380 21

Ltusan Zaman 16,485 B 057 TETE 5RIS 0 -23E0
Litusan Melayu 15,560 7,853 7097 5118 326
Harian Metro E YhBRs 171,154 S
Metro Ahad A0S 1Ee47Y - A4
Litusan Sarawak - 31,801 30530 - 1149

Senrces of crevnbgtion feeees Medie Gude F002 amd 20603

Ltusgn Zamian and Ulwsan Melayu experienced a decline of
between 51.18% and  52.25%. While Berila Harfar and Berik
Muggu (ell by 2497% and 18.33%, Utusan Malaysia fell by
5.19% only. However, Minggu Malaysia grew by 3.80%, ..

A year on year (YOY} comparison (2002 and 2001)
showed a more positive outloak. Hardme Metro and Metro Ahad
showed a strong growth with Harian Mefro reaching 59.63%
and Metro Alnnd 52.14%,  Harian Metro and Metro Ahad ave lwo
newspapers in the New Straits Times group (NST). Berita
Harwir and Berfla Mingyn, also in the NST group, showed an
increase of 6.14% and 6.26% respectively. Both newspapers in
the THusan group showed groveth, Uison Maliogsie at |,66%
aned Minggrine Malaysia al 2.91%. .
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TABLE 1.

Crrculation ol
Balasa
Malaysia
Mewspapers
in Penmsulal
Malaysia



TABLE 2,
Circulation
English
Language
Mewspapers
in Peninzular
Malaysia

Circulation figures of Berita Harian and Utusen Malaysia in
2002 showed that the bwe newspapers are keen compelitors.
Minggrn Malaysw, are still in front as itwas a decade ago. The
decline of s Melien aned Lllasan dmnan, reflected a dicline
in readership of Jawi newspapers. Wtesen Melayn is now
published once a week on Saturday and 15 known as Ulisan
Melayn Mingguan,

Circulation of English Languages Newspapers

The Malay Mait and Sunday Mail dropped by almaost half of
their circulation over the last decade. The Malay Mail sulfered
a 49.68% drop, while Sundny Mail dropped 47.21%. New Straits
Times dropped by almost 25.0% and New Sunday Tiwes
dropped 2ZP.51%. But The Star and Sundaey Star bucked the
lrend withy & 62.84% and 40.95% growth, respectively (See
Table 2).

Mame of Y of Growth or

Newspaper Decling

1953 2001 2002 1993 2001
-2002 200

Mew Straits Times 1772955 1362730 135104 2408 -0.86
Mew Sunday Times 212064 155,565 153,717 2751 -4

The Malay Mail (5,034 3206 32TV 4ued 432
The Sunday Mail L3M] SO21S A95R3 AR 2N -1.24
The Star F0043 279647 203176 6284 454
Suneday Slar ZIGA01 252408 304,169 4045 4002
The Edge - 8143 L8675 2493

Rowrices af ghrcsedabive Sewbeas Media e 20007 et MN13

Mo Sleadls Thnes continued Ao drop, allieit slightly, over
2001, i L6 possibly reaching a plateau. The New Stendoy
Times tow shoewed a stmilar characteristics, dropping _ﬂnz..;w,
L19%.. Bul The Malay Mail continued to drop, with -4.32% over
one yvear, and The Sumday Mail -1.24%. The Star and The
Suanidiy Ster conbinued with their growth of 4.84% and 4.02%
respectively, The Edge, a weekly business newspaper, showed

a modest growth of 2.53% over a one vear period.
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Circulation of Chinese Language Newspapers

In 2001, MCA through the parky’s investment arm Hudren,
purchased Nanvang Press Holdings, publishers of Mttt
Swng Paicand Ching Press, for BM230 million. The E_E.:n_,._",_
drew a loud protest from the Chinese communily and Chinese
epposition parly DAP because they wanled the Chinese pross
to conbinue lo be independent (See Table 3).

Mame of Yo of Growth or

Mewspaper Decline
1953 2001 2002 1h93 2001
-0z -2002
MNatyang
Siang Pau 182426 173,295 138352 2423 20.16
J..__._E,,w_._.r__ - inc night
Siang [Pau sales
Might Sales - - Faur - 15,58
min Chew it Poh 195,118 306,812 311067 B4.d3 1.39
Sin Chew Jit Pal inc. night
- Night Sales siles
- A3 - .11
China I'ress 97807 202,631 116434 15.29 -42.39
China Press =i pight
Mipht Sales m,.L,_u.ﬁ
- A1.085 257
Guang Ming Daily 94,348 91 543 . 266
Guang Ming Daily - inc. night
Might Sales zn_,_,?
- - 24440 23:95
Kwung Waly Yit Poh
APenang Sin Poe 69080 [ AFF (U UES L3 .44

Sasirees ol ool fognress Medin Cosde: HHF w2003
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TABLE 3;
Circulation of
Chinese
Language
Mewspapors
inn Pesinsula
Malaysia



The incident resulted in a deep split between two
opposing groups i MCA, led by Datuk Ling Liong Sik, the
party president and Datuk Lim Ah Lek, the deputy president.
Worse, the controversy alfected the bottom-line of Ele two
newspapers as circulation figures of the two newspapers
plummeted

The beneficiary was S Chew Daily, a newspaper which
had bheen showing strong growth over the last decade.
Following, the incident, Oriental Datly News, a new Chinese
newspaper was set up in January 2003

Nanyang Suwg Pau was declining in circulation over the
Jast decade. It dropped 24.23% compared to its rival Sin Chew
Daily which gained 59.43% over the last decade. 1t was s
decline which probably caused the owners o sell their shares
to Huaren,

YOY Circulation showed a big drop of 20,16% probably
a protest by readers, and the newspaper suffered editorially
when a large number of its columnists abandoned the paper.
In comparison, S Chew Daily which was expected to benefit
from the fall in Nanyang readership, showed a slight
improvement of 1.39% only.

China Press, in the Nanyang Holding stable, and
connected with lhe MCA purchase controversy, sulfered a
huge one year drop of 42.39%. The newspaper was dueing
considerably well over the last decade with a 19.29% growth.
Another newspaper, not affected with the controversy and
away in the north in Penang continued wilh a lackluster
growth of 1.30% vver a decade, and (144% over a one year
period. The newspaper saw littie prospect for growth and as
such the newspaper has merged with Penaitg Sin Poe, another
old newspaper in Penang.

Circulation of Sabah Newspapers

There are [our English newspapers inn Sabah, all are small
circulation newspapers. The feld is probably too small for [our
newspapers. Bul their survival thus far showed thal ey
probably have their own niche and affiliation. Of the four, only
Daily Capress, an established newspaper tormed afler
Merdeka, showed a steady progress. Over the lasl decade it
grew by 15.93%, while overa year il was A4:52%. Another
paper, New Saball Tina's, showed greal potential with an 8.11%

aA

over one year, On the other hand, Bortien Pest, originally from
Kuching attained a meager 0.29% growth. Burnea fdail did not
have circulation figures for 2002 to make comparison (See

Table4).

Mame of v uf Growth

Mewspaper or Dracline

19493 2001 Hin2 1543 2001 -
AL 20403

English Mewspaper

Daily Express 229722 25476 6,573 |5.05 41,52
Barneo Most - 1,189 21327 - .29
Mew Sabah Times - 15,850 18,216 - 4.11
Hommeo Mail 12,853 15202 c -

Chinese Newspaper
Overseas Chinese

Daaily Mo 15,8/9 18,4941 19 06 20113 65
Muorming Post TH25 Q.02 9747 6.1 -1:85
Asin Times 13,586 rna - -
See Flua Daily News - 217 el AT (.19

Moerdeka Daily Mews 6,364 7,240 - - -

af circulation figures: Media Gude 2002 and 2003

Chinese newspapers showed a steady growth compared
to a decade ago, with Croersens Chinese Darly News oblaining
20.13% growth and Mersiig Post 26.11% growth. Three other
newspapers did not have complete figures for coanparison.
Year-orn-year bisis showed Operseas Chmese Oaily News
altaining a positive growth of 0.65% and See Hua Darly Metos
(1.19%, while Morning Pest suffered a drop of 1.55%. There was
no comparative figure for Merdeka Datly Neivs, a hewspaper
published in Tawau,

Circulation of Sarawak Newspapers

The Saramak Tritwie and The Sunday Tribune made a robusl
growth gaining 131.28% compared to a decade ago, while
Borieo Post gained 75.86%. Two Chinese newspagers, See Hua
Daily News gained 21.36% and Mirt Daaly Nes ainved 12.47%,
O oan annual basis, all newspapers Sarawnk showed
groveth ranging from 0.79% Lo 11,699

oo fSee Fable 5).
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TABLE 5
Circulation of
Sarnmwak

m/_._ (LR Sy _..: _.._..._ ers

Mame of v ol Grenwth
Newspaper ur Decline
593 2001 M2 1903 2001

202 2002

Bahasa Malaysia Newspaper
Litusan Sarawik - 31,5001 35,520 1169

English newspaper

Bornen Post 26,736 773 478 T8 341
The Sarawak: Tribune
fSunday Tribune 19,236 3301 44489 13128 2.7

Chinese newspaper

See Hug Daily MNews 43465 49 715 RRVA1 2130 a.11
Mir DPaily News 9,755 22,042 22,216 1247 .74
Chinese Daily News - 1x0al 155879 - 36T
fnteirnational Times - - 3743 -

Sperces of circelation fignress Press Guide 20007 and 2003

Circulation Trendlines of Malaysian Newspapers

One way of looking at the circulation performance of
newspapers 15 to study the newspapers trendlines over a
period of time, in this case over a period of ten years. This
section will analyse the linear trendlines of national
newspapers grouped under Malay, English and Chinese
NEWSPapers.

General Obseroalion of Clroadeatron Trewdlines
A general ohservation of linear lrendlines of the circulation of
Malay, English and Chinese newspapers showed a
declining lrend for Malay newspapers, a stalic  trend  for
English newspapers. However, the Chinese newspapers
showed an uptrend (See Chart 2),

A more detailed analysis of individual newspapers may
reveal the reasons for this pattern.

Tremdlines of Malay Newspapers
Reading of the 10-year linear trendlines of Berita Harian and
Berita Minggu showed a decline, with Berita Minggu shiow g
a sharper dechine. While Litisan Malaysu aivel Merigrn

Mildaysia showed shight decline, in fact almost at a plateau (See
Chart 4}

The only brigh! spot is Harian Metro which showed a
slight uptrend. Its Sunday edition, the Metro Ahad was also
trending upward.

Trendlines of English Newsspapers

The 10-year trendline for The Star and The Sunday Star
newspapers showed a steady uplrend, with The Star rising
sharper then the Sunday Star (See Chart 6],

Heowever, both New Straits Times and The New Sunday
Times showed declining trendlines, almost parallel to each
other. One possible reason why The Siar s rising and New
Straits Times is declining is that some readers of NST may have
changed ta The Slar,

Trendlines of Chinese Newspapers
Trendlines for two leading Chinese newspapers were studied,
the Sin Chew Daily and Nanyang biang Fau,

It is5 obvious from the trendline reading over the last 10
vears that Sin Chew Daily had overtaken Nanyang Siang Paw,
once its clese competitior (See Chart 8).

The trendline showed a steady uptrend tor Sin Chew
Draily, and a slow decline for Nanyang Stang Pau.

Growth Potential for Malaysian Newspapers

The population of Malaysla in 2002, 15 24.53 million
(Department of Statislics), OF that, it is estimated that there are
126 million Malaystan over the age of 15 {Media Guide, 2003},
who can be considered as potential readers of newspapers.
Howevier, total circalation of newspapers for 2002, was around
4.6 million only. Therefore, the newspaper market is still wide
open, The potential for growth is not only in Peninsalar
Malaysia bul in Sabah and  Sarawak. However, this growth
may be capped berause of the pessibility el inceease 0 the
retail price of the newspapers. Malaysian Newspaper
Publishers Association (MNPA) has stated that, there was. a
possibility of an increase in the newspaper price, which would
probably be retailed at RM1.50 and RM1.80, as a result of
increase i cost of newsprinl, Al present retall prices of most
newspapers are between KM1L.OD and RMI.20.

o
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The Ministry of International Trade and ladusiry  has
imposed  anti-dumping duties of between 6 and 43 per cent
ior five yvears on selected newsprints, with effect from
mﬂ..;ﬂ:w_w.q 25, 2003, MNPA said the anti-dumping duties plus
global newsprint price which increased 10 o 15 per cent, ar by
LISEA0 b US$ES0 (US$H] = RMAE0) per tonne since February
2003 would force an increase of at least 20 sen per copy (NST,
24 Sept. 2003 BL).

As of now, Utnsan Maleysia and Mingguan Malaysia are
leading with nearest compelitors Berita Harian and Bertfn
Muiggu closing in, especially Berifa Harun According to the
ABC figures, for the second quarter of 2002, the circulation of
Ultesan Malaysia is 239,385 compa red to Berife Horan 235,775,
The circulation of Migguan Malaysin is 543,232 copies
compred Lo Berila Minggu of 342,040 copies. The third growing
newspaper, Herunt Metro, with a younger readership, has a
circulation of 121,154 copies a day, while Metra Alad has a
circulation of 134,974 copies.

Utnsan Malaysia and Mingguun Malaysia compete with
Berita Harian and Berita Minggu nol only in Peninsular
Malaysia butb alun in Sabah and Sarawak. In Sardwal, Lrsthy
newspapers are being printed locally, in Kuching, by a Chinese
_._.....—_n.__.....w._”.u.."..m..__wm. ﬂ“_..ﬂ.,.__._.._._u.

Both Utuson Maelaysia and Berite Havian continue to
improve their contents, especially on education putling special
inserls in English in line with Government policy ol teaching
seience and mathematics in English in schools. This serves to
attract younger readers.

However, the upside for both Berita Harian and Utusan
Malaysia is quite limited, judging from reading of the linear
irendlines of both newspapers, The obvious choice for Utusan
Malaysio s lo segment the markel, a5 was done by Berifa
Harign, with Harimn Metro, catering for younger readers.
Likewise, Wlusan Malaysia may want to lpok into Lhe
possibility of starting an alternoon newspaper catering Lo the
vounger readers, who will eventually graduate into reading
Utisan Malaysia. Careful study has to be done, brcause of
cannibalizing effect; the growth of Harin Mrtre and Metrd
Alind is at he expense of Beriln Horun and Berida Mlingst.

Sarawak itseli has two Malay newspapers, e Lltusan
Sraiiak and Utisan Boseo. Accerding to ABC figures, the
ciredlation ol LTbusin Sird

is 33,520 copies, represenbing @

good growlh. Even though ufficial figures are not avallable for
Utnsan Borneo, the newspaper has a good run.

Sabah has a different scenario. Here, Malay newspapers
are published and distributed with English daslies. Bornen Post
(Sabah), Daily Express, Borneo Mail and New Sabalr Tines, all
carry Malay newspaper mserts,

[l would appear that these newspapers are still ot
cerfain how the public would accept Malay newspapers as a
separate entity. However, one or (wo nawspapers have
revamped their Malay inserts. This is done Ly improving  ils
page, contents and design. For instance, Bormeo Post (Sabah)
has increased the Malay inser! from 12 to 16 pages and from
tabloid to broadsheet. This means more coverage of news and
features,

There are now three English dailies in Peninsular
Malaysia, The Skar, New Straits Tines and The Sun. The Star is
the leading English daily with a circulation of 293,176 copies
a day, compared with New Stratls Tinres which has & circulabion
ol 135,104 copies (ABC second quarter 2002), The Sum, the [irst
newspaper to start using the free circulation maodel recently,
has increased its circulation from around 70,000 coples to
150,000 copies, as indicated by its editor.

There is Potential for growth for English newspapers
following greater emphasis in usage of Enghsh, especially in
the teaching of science and mathemalics in schools. However,
the field is fairly crowded with the present three English
newspapers, For the shorl term, the current three national
English newspapers will suffice. However, New Straits Times
will have to lind ways and means to increase its circulation lo
maintain a strong foothold as the oldest newspaper established
since 1845,

Slower growth are expected among Chunese and Tndian
newspapers. A new Chinese newspaper, Oriental Daly News,
has made a strong debul following the controversial purchase
of Nanyang Holding Press by Huaren Managemen! Sdn
Berhad. Indian newspaper scene is expected Lo see a new
Indian newspaper, joining Tl Nesan and Malaystan MNeinbai.

Conclusion

Miost newspapers egoved strong circulation a decade ago, bl
dropped considerably in line with economic downturm, Coldy

@i



Author

Feferences

a couple of newspapers are resilient encugh to buck the trend
sich ais The Star, The Sunday Slar and Mingguan Mulaysia at e
naticnal level.

O the other hand, Sabah and Sarawak newspapers showed
commendable growth over a decade ago. However, a
comparison of last year’s circulation figures over 2001 showed
thal a majority of newspapers are showing signs of recovery
in line with economic recovery, with the exceplion of Nanyang
Siarrg Paw, China Préss and New Slras Tones ard News Suniday
Times.

A study of 10-year trendlines showed Ulisan Malaysia
and Mingguan Malaysia have not improved and in fact are al
a plateau of growth; while Berita Harlan and Berita Minggu
show a decline. On the other hand, the English newspapers
The Star and Sunday Star show a steadly growth but the New
Straits Times and New Sumday Times show a decline, Chinese
newspaper Sin Chew Daily shows strong growth compared lo
its compehitor Nanyng Simng Pay shows a steady decline.
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